[Membrane contacts of the endoplasmic reticulum and their possible functions in the plant cell].
Close contacts of the endoplasmic reticulum membrane and plasmalemma have been visualized inside plant cells by means of electron microscopy. The qualitative similarity of these contacts to high-permeable intercellular contacts in animals has been shown. New data confirming the hypothesis of the identity of stromules, i.e., dynamic tubular protuberances of the plastid membrane of the plant cell, and tubular elements of the endoplasmic reticulum have been presented. New possible functions of the contacts of the endoplasmic reticulum membrane with other membranes inside the cell have been discussed on the basis of this hypothesis.